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Welcome to the June 2026 edition of the Morris Gazette. We are settling in for the                   
summer, a typically slower time for activities what with members’ traveling plans and 
weather that is not quite as pleasant for motoring. I know my Alpine lets me know                                
how it feels about motoring about in 90º + weather. 
 

We have two important news items. First, there has been some concern about the                              
date of our 2027 British Motoring Festival. The last Saturday of March is the day                     
before Easter, a day that is more than likely to be filled with family activities 
that would cut down on the number of attendees as well as volunteers. Therefore,                               
we have scheduled the 2027 Motoring Festival for the weekend of March 5th and 6th.   
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE by Colin McCormick 

Keep calm and drive on,    
Colin McCormick 

 

The other item, it’s BMCNO membership renewal time. Dues are due by June 30th. Members like you are 
vital to our club’s existence, and we think it’s the best $30 you’ll spend all year. Club Secretary Chad Wicker 
has sent you an email to renew and update your information online, or you can send it by mail.     

Last month over 50 members and guests enjoyed excellent crawfish and sides, as well as a wide array of 
scrumptious desserts at our annual Crawfish Boil in beautiful Fairview-Riverside State Park in Madisonville. 
The rainy weather kept a few folks away, but the rain had stopped a little before noon. The perfectly spiced              
hot crawdads were purchased right out of the boiling pot from Northshore Seafood in Mandeville. It was great 
to visit with everyone there, and a splendid time was had by all. 
 

Also last month, a dozen or more of us enjoyed a day or two at the Corinthian Vintage Auto Racing event at 
NOLA Motorsports Park in Avondale. Club member Karl Keiger made a courageous showing in his MG Midget, 
and members Ian McDonald, Robert Rougelot and Dean Duplantier led several formation laps before 
each race in their British cars. It’s a lot of fun to see MGs, Jaguars, Austin Healeys, Sunbeams and more out 
there on the track and see the cars up close in the paddock. You should try to make it out there next time.   
 

On June 20th, the Saturday of Father's Day weekend, we are again invited to the vintage airplane collection          
of the Big Easy Wing of the Commemorative Air Force in their hangar at New Orleans Lakefront Airport.                       
Last year I enjoyed the drive and the visit, and I may spring for a Stearman biplane tour over the city this year.           
Details are on pages 5 and 17 of this issue. 
 

We have resumed our club's support of local automotive technology training programs. We are going to send 
support directly to each program so they can use it to best fit their needs. Our board recently approved a $500 
donation to Delgado Community College in New Orleans and the same for Northshore Community College in 
Hammond. We have enjoyed visiting those programs and sharing our cars with the students for several years, 
and some of those students have visited our British Motoring Festival with one entering his MGA.  
 

In response to popular demand, we are replenishing our supply of grill badges with our club’s spinner logo.               
We’re getting prices now, and your coordinator will let you know when we’re ready to take orders. They will 
probably be about $40 each, and we will make a minimum order, so let us know if you want one or more. 
 
 

We always welcome your input on club activities, so share your ideas with                                                                                
your area coordinator and they will be passed to our board. For example,                                                                                                   
we always have a club birthday party in August. What do you want that to                                                                                                  
be like?  Read on for details about our activities, and enjoy your early                                                                                                                 
morning top down summer drives.   
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YOUR BMCNO 2026 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

2026 Area Coordinators                                                        
South Shore Coordinator:                                                               
 Allen Bradley  ABradley70123@GMail.Com                 
North Shore Coordinator:                                                                    
 Benny Stiegler  BStieglerJr@GMail.Com                                                                                                                             
Baton Rouge Coordinator:                                                              
 Rick Huber  MLandRick@GMail.com                          
Motorcycles Coordinator:                                                                                 
 Milton Franklin  Densalprop@Cox.net 

Members at Large:                                                                        
Allen Bradley  ABradley70123@GMail.Com                  
Bobby Spann  BobbySpann@AOL.Com                                              
Dan McGovern    DPMcG@Bellsouth.Net                                          
David Jones         Jonesjd533@GMail.Com        
Lenny Dunn             LjDunnit@gmail.com                    
Rick Huber          MLandRick@Gmail.com               
Robbie Robertson   Rarmore3@gmail.com 

Get in touch with your 
BMCNO board members 
anytime by phone call, 
text, email or in person.                     

Visit our website 

     Join our                                 
Facebook group 

The Morris Gazette                                     
Official NewsleƩer of BriƟsh Motoring Club New Orleans                                             
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President: Colin McCormick  ColinMcC65@GMail.Com 
Vice President: Preston Marx  PMarx@Tulane.edu 
Secretary: Chad Wicker   CWicker@itcglobal.com  
Treasurer: Rachel Wicker   Mortuary175@gmail.com                    
Newsletter Editor: Benny Stiegler  BStieglerJr@GMail.Com                                                                                                                             

https://www.bmcno.org/ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/155483109234541 
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Big Easy Wing, Saturday, June 20th BMCNO is again            
invited to bring our British cars to New Orleans Lakefront Airport 
for “flight day.” Visitors can purchase rides on their 1943 Boeing 
Stearman biplane and see our cars in the hangar while there. 
Please email Roger Jeffrey (rjrogerjeff@gmail.com) and let him 
know if you’re coming. We’ll meet in front of the Main Terminal at 
New Orleans Lakefront Airport by 9:45 a.m., then convoy over to 
the hangar at 10 a.m. To book a flight ahead of time and for more 
information visit https://bigeasywing.org/ or contact Roger. 

Brits on the Bluff, Saturday, September 19th       
English Motoring Club of Mississippi’s 29th annual show in 
Natchez starting with a Friday driving adventure and a Friday 
night party. Then spend Saturday with your car club friends      
on the bluff overlooking the Mississippi River. Details and        
registration will be posted in August, or contact John Turbeville 
(601) 940–5288 or Gene Johnston (601) 941–4892.  

SABCC British Car Festival, Saturday, October 17th  
The 36th annual show in Fairhope, Alabama this year celebrates 
the marques no longer with us. It’s another favorite weekend for 
our club, and another great British car show. Everything you need 
to know can be found here: https://sabcc.org/british-car-festival 

John Baldwin’s Garage, September 26th John has 
invited our British Motoring Club and a few other clubs to his 
home in Covington from 10 to 3. Spend the day with other car 
fans in a yard filled with awesome cars. We can help with that!                                                              
Save the date. 

Yellow Bird Cafe, Saturday, June 13th You’re invited to a                                    
special Meet in the Middle Cars and Coffee in Hammond. Drive with                                   
other members of our Baton Rouge, New Orleans and Northshore                              
groups. Or you can meet us there at 8 a.m. We’re planning a drive                            
after breakfast to Tickfaw State Park and maybe a stop at P’Maw’s                      
Bait Shack. Or plan to attend your regular local Cars and Coffee event.                                           
It’s a multiple choice weekend.   Here’s the Google Map page:                                                                                                       

https://maps.app.goo.gl/v8x5B35aa4JkoVPy5 

Renaissance EuroFest, October 3rd All the Euro 
marques you can think of and maybe a few others in Ridgeland, 
Mississippi, just north of Jackson. This is a really nice show 
with cars positioned around an outdoor mall. The show is free 
to enter. You must pre-register here: https://euro-fest.net/ 
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South Shore                                                                                                                                                                          
Now every Saturday at 8 a.m. Chateau Café, 139 Allen Toussaint Blvd, N.O.                                          
NorthShore                                                                                                                                                                        
Saturday at 8 a.m., Liz’s Where Y’at Diner 2500 Florida St, Mandeville                                            
Third Saturday at Abita Roasting, 1011 Village Walk, Covington                                                       
Baton Rouge                                                                                                                                                                             
Every Saturday at 7 a.m., The Warehouse Restaurant, 12328 S Choctaw Dr, Baton Rouge 

Baton Rouge                                                                                                                                             
2nd Tuesday of the month                                                                                           
Dinner at 6, Meeting starts at 7 p.m.                                                                       
Cafe American, 7521 Jefferson Hwy at Lobdell, BR        
Northshore                                                                                                                                                 
3rd Wednesday of the month                                                         
Dinner at 6, Meeting starts at 7 p.m.                                    
Coscino’s Italian Grill, 1809 N Causeway, Mandeville   
South Shore                                                                                                                                               
Last Tuesday of the month                                                                                 
Dinner at 6, Meeting starts at 7 p.m.                                                                                                                                  
Original Italian Pie, 5650 Jefferson Hwy, Harahan 
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June 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     
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Baton Rouge 
Meeting         

Harahan                
Meeting 

Mandeville               
Meeting         

N.O. NS & BR          
Cars & Coffee   

N.O. NS & BR          
Cars & Coffee  

Big Easy Wing   

N.O. NS & BR                             
Cars & Coffee                                                 

Yellow Bird Cafe 

N.O. NS & BR          
Cars & Coffee   

July 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

N.O. NS & BR          
Cars & Coffee   

N.O. NS & BR          
Cars & Coffee   

Harahan                
Meeting  

Baton Rouge 
Meeting         

Mandeville               
Meeting         

N.O. NS & BR                                 
Cars & Coffee   

Tooling funds 
approved for                 
“The Bomb”       

in 1961 

Final Friday 
Block Party 

Final Friday 
Block Party 
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                        A bunch of BMCNOers attended Corinthian Vintage Auto Racing’s Marvelous May Races 
Saturday and Sunday May 16th and 17th in Avondale. Sunscreen and hats came in handy on this sunny 
spring day. We viewed the track competition from the grandstand and from the clubhouse balcony.                              
We especially enjoyed seeing little British cars on the track and up                                                                                                        
close in the paddock, and talking with the drivers about their cars.                                                                                  
Plus we had the thrill of seeing our club friend Karl Keiger out there                                                                                
in his Midget with the pedal to the metal. And all well worth the price                                                                                                                          
of admission — FREE! I’m surprised more people weren’t in attendance.                                                                                         
                                                                          —Meandering Muckraker 
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B M C N O  V i s i ts  NOLA Motorsports May 17th in Avondale 
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                      We had a fun day Sunday with some of the club members at NOLA Motorsports watching the                
vintage car races!! Our own Robert, in his bright orange MGB, even got to be the pace car for the formula race!              
             --Bob Gordon 
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 May 24th 
Rain? What rain? When Randy Fleming and I left Baton Rouge Sunday morning there was a 70% chance of                       
thunderstorms, and we did have a little wet stuff along I-12. But it cleared up around Jubin Road. About 60 
BMCNO members and friends turned out for our annual Crawfish Boil Party at Fairview-Riverside State                             
Park in Madisonville. That shows what a turnout you can get when you pre-pay for boiled crawfish, LOL!                          
Unfortunately, the British cars mostly stayed in the garage, and then of course the weather turned out to                    
be dry and cool the rest of the afternoon. Plus, our well-maintained park pavilion had ceiling fans and air-
conditioned his-and-her bathrooms! First class! BR member Mark Huber joined us after church and we had                          
a nice time visiting with all the other club folks. I think we only ate HALF of the desserts people brought.                 
Good job by the Northshore members. And did I mention there was no rain?!        --Roving Reporter 
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It was a representative lineup of our British cars on Columbia Street, and a 
good number of other BMCNO members came by to visit and hang out with 
friends on this pleasant evening. A group of us dined together at Vasquez, 
our favorite homestyle Cuban-American diner. On the way, some talented 
young musicians entertained the crowd. The walk presents an opportunity           
to notice the eclectic collection of auto grills, much different than the same 
boring look on most of our modern cars. Join us if you can for the next party 
on June 26th or the others through the end of October. 



 13 

 
The Morris Gazette     British Motoring Club New Orleans     June, 2026 

                                                                                                  Thanks to a break in the rain, we had one of the 
largest groups attending our British Motoring Club New Orleans Cars and Coffee at Chateau Café!                
18 members (including all three of Chris Landry’s kids) added to the morning fun!      —Bob Gordon 

  

 

   
 

 

From our June, 2001 Morris GazeƩe NewsleƩer 
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Big crowd at breakfast this morning at the Warehouse Restaurant! And a few British Cars                                         
in our reserved lot - all really nice ones too. We had many conversations going on at both                                      
ends of the table, and after eating a few of us swapped seats to talk to different members.                                     
Rick is going to work up a "Saturday Schedule" for June now that the weather is nice.                         
We’ll be heading to Yellow Bird Café in Hammond Saturday June 13th.   —Roving Reporter 

                                                                          The tarmac surrounding 
Liz’s Where Y’at Diner was lit up with our colorful LBCs this morning, 
although someone snuck a black Tesla into one of our parking spots.    
(Guess they don’t know we have our parking spots marked with oil.)     
It’s was good to see the new Wally there in his TD. Matthew came                     
in his recently acquired Mk II Jag. And Mike was heard saying “I think 
there’s a battery in here somewhere” as he peered into his McLaren’s 
frunk. A typical Cars and Coffee morning in Mandeville.  —M.M. 
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June 6th 
A line of thunderstorms moved through early this morning and skies at dawn              
were charcoal grey, certainly enough to discourage opening the garage door. 
Nonetheless, troopers showed up in LBCs and in daily drivers for breakfast.                           
Preston and Lynn win the Members of the Week award for coming top-down                 
in the Jensen-Healey. We looked at an old BMCNO grill badge and people 
showed interest in having some made, probably because it’s been a while                             
since the club sold them. —Meandering Muckraker 
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British Motoring Club New Orleans offers heartfelt thanks to these businesses, club members and friends                      
for sponsoring this year’s car show. Their generous support makes it possible to host this incredible event. 
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2026 British Motoring Festival Sponsors 

2026 British Motoring Festival Donors 
British Motoring Club New Orleans greatly appreciates these generous businesses, friends and club 

members whose donations make the show much more enjoyable for our participants.. 

Benefactors:  A Friend of BMCNO    Broadmoor Design Group, Mandeville                                                 
Central Electronics LLC, Covington  had & Rachel Wicker, Metairie                                                  

Prestridge Cars Inc, Baton Rouge 

Major Sponsors:  In Memory of Celia McCormick     In Memory of Dana McCormick                                                
Jean Kay & Charlie Brown, Baton Rouge     Lilly & Benny Stiegler, Covington                                                  

Louisiana Crawfish Festival Foundation, Slidell     LuLu's Garage, Madisonville                                              
Mike & Nury Roquevert, Covington   Nexus Luxury Imports, Covington                                                           

Preston Marx & Lynn Franco, Mandeville    Supreme Automotive Group, Harahan                                                  
Tom & Judith Bonner, River Ridge     Terry & Laura Lopez, Lacombe 

Sponsors:  Dan & Mary Melesurgo, New Orleans     John & Sally Brink, Mandeville                                                         
Les Landon, Baton Rouge     Milton and Annette Franklin, Greenwell Springs                                           

O’Keefe’s Feed & Seed, Covington    R and M Books, Robert Robertson, Slidell                          
Richard & Brenda Gaudry, Kenner     Rick & Mary Lynne Huber, BR                                                        
Taber’s ToyBox, Crestview, FL    The Toasted Yolk Cafe, Covington 

Major Donors Bill Nix’s Special Edition Garage, New Orleans                                                                               
Pelican Pointe Car Wash, LA-21, Covington    O'Reilly Auto Parts Jefferson Highway, River Ridge      

PRM Properties LLC, E Lockwood St, Covington     Visit the Northshore, LA-59, Mandeville                                        
Period Millworks The Woodwright Shop  E Lockwood St, Covington   

Donors: Abita Roasting Village Walk, Covington  Acquistapace's Covington Supermarket                                                           
Advance Auto Parts, E Boston Street, Covington   Advance Auto Parts, Collins Blvd. Covington                                                 
Benny and Lilly Stiegler, Covington   Benny’s Carwash & Oil Change Airline Hwy, Baton Rouge                                                                              
Bits of Triumph Embroidered Regalia  BitsofTriumph.com   Cafe Lynn, Florida St, Mandeville                                 

Chad and Rachel Wicker, Metairie   Bimbo Bakery Independent Dealer, Covington                                                                                   
Cilantros Mexican Cuisine N Columbia St, Covington and Lafitte St, Mandeville                                                   

Colin McCormick, Mandeville    David Duplantier, New Orleans    Robert Hurst, Covington                                                                        
Crazy Pig Southern Kitchen LA 22, Mandeville    Ian MacDonald, Covington                                                 

DiCristina's Italian and Seafood Restaurant E. Lockwood St., Covington                                                       
Fleur De Lis Tea Company, N. Cooper Rd. Amite     Gnarly Barley Brewing, Corbin Rd, Hammond                                             

Griot’s Garage Tacoma, Washington GriotsGarage.com                                                                                 
High Performance Cookers, Painters Row, Covington   Hughes and Company, Mandeville                                    
Joanie and Dean Duplantier, Mandeville     Liz’s Where Ya At Diner, Florida St, Mandeville                                                

LouLa’s Boutique and Gifts, W 21st, Covington   Mattina Bella  E Gibson St, Covington                                              
MIMOSA Handcrafted, South Eugene St. BR   O’Reilly Auto Parts, N Collins Blvd, Covington                                   

O’Reilly Auto Parts, Florida Blvd, BR   Pat’s Seafood Market and Deli, N Collins Blvd, Covington                                                                 
Paul and Kim Jaquillard, Madisonville   Pizza Artista, 4831 Rouzan Square Ave BR                                                

Reenie & Miggins Downtown Mercantile Lee Lane, Covington    Robbie Robertson, Slidell                                           
Theo's Neighborhood Pizza, LA-21, Covington     Tommy’s Car Wash, LA-21, Covington 
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We’re geƫng more people in the club lately with motorcycles and other bikes, and that’s exciƟng.               
If you come across someone who owns a BriƟsh motorcycle, invite them to parƟcipate in our club.    
Milton Franklin, Baton Rouge, would like to organize motorcycle events for owners of BriƟsh Motorcy-
cles. Harley groups are always cruising the roads so we would like to start BriƟsh motorcycle cruises. 
We would also like to increase the number of motorcycles at our Annual Car Show. So…ConƟnue to 
look for BriƟsh motorcycles to tell them about our club, and give out our business cards or direct them 
to our website. If you need more please contact Milton Franklin at densalprop@cox.net.  
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 18 

 The Morris Gazette     British Motoring Club New Orleans   June, 2026 



 19 

 
The Morris Gazette     British Motoring Club New Orleans     June, 2026 



 20 

 
The Morris Gazette     British Motoring Club New              June, 2026 



 21 

 

 

The Morris Gazette      British Motoring Club New Orleans    June, 2026 

 
New for Conclave 2026… We’re taking                            
“driving events” to a whole new level!                     

Introducing the first-ever Healey Zip Line                                 
Experience—soar over the rolling hills                                                 
of Galena and make a dramatic splash                                

landing in the Mississippi, all thanks to our                                
revolutionary Wheel Arch Harness system.                  

Limited spots available, flotation devices                             
optional, and concours points will be                                    

awarded for style on entry. 

Find more at https://www.conclave50.com/. 

September 13-18, 2026 
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Brand New Amco Style Center Console Armrest for 1969-1976  
TR6 $250.00 NEW SLR700S - LUCAS SPOT LAMPS CHROME  
for ASTON BRISTOL FORD JAGUAR JENSEN LOTUS MG 
$499.00 Vintage TR6 Roll Bar, great shape $400.00. Will take  
best offers. Contact Greg Lalonde glalon@aol.com 

CLASSIFIED ADS                                                      
AND SPARES FOR SALE 

WANTED: 2005/2006 Jaguar XKR Coupe.   
Silver exterior, black interior. Prefer the Victory 
Edition, no accidents, no paintwork, less than 
50,000 miles, good service records.  Contact 
Dan Melesurgo at 504-390-1119.  

Top-quality mobile detailing in Mandeville, 
Slidell, Covington, Ponchatoula,                                               

Hammond, and surrounding areas!                                                                                              
Call Brighton Martin   985 869 4580  

1953 MG TD Open to offers. Just needing to clean up the property. It may have some parts you 
need. The car is in Lake Charles. Sammy Cathey 903-388-0218 or slcathey56@gmail.com 

1988 Avanti II Convertible For Sale based on a 
1988 Chevrolet Monte Carlo (GM 305CID). It is a reliable 
and road worthy car with 77,038 miles.  It doesn’t burn 
any oil and gets average fuel mileage.  It rides on 15” 
original chrome wire wheels.  The interior in good condi-
tion. AACA National First Senior Award, Naples Fl in 
2016. One of only about 250 Avanti Convertibles ever 
produced. $25k  Call Fred Duplechin, 985-803-0672. 
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more CLASSIFIED ADS AND SPARES FOR SALE 

 
1976 Triumph TR6 
Runs great, looks great. Comes with EZ Car 
lift, luggage rack, leather interior, and lots of 
extras asking 23k/ make an offer. Located in 
BR. Call David @ 225-505-2238 
Also on FB marketplace with more pics. 

Pressure Plate for TC, TD 
and Morris Minor 1098cc                 
I have this Pressure Plate 
from Moss Europe, who 
said it would fit my 948cc 
drive train. It does not. It fits 
a larger 7 1/4 “clutch. It is 
not available In the States.        
It cost me $270.00. Please 
make an offer as I don’t 
want it to go to waste.                                    
Call Robbie Robertson,       
985-445-5205 or  
rarmore3@gmail.com ><> 

I have finally gotten too old to enjoy my cars and 
I am willing to sell them to a good home. 
 
1974 1/2 MGB- Old English White, autumn leaf. 
I have owned this car for over 20 years. It has all 
available options, runs perfectly and needs not 
one thing. It’s ready for an exciting spring. Won 
several awards from English Motoring Club of 
Mississippi. 
 
1986 1/2 Porsche 928 S automatic. garnet red 
metallic, with burgundy leather. Beautiful car, not 
perfect, but stunning paint and appearance. 
Reasonably priced, located in McComb MS. 
Please call 601-810-9113. 
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Classified Ads and                 
Spares For Sale 

1994 Jaguar XJS $14,900 $9,900 Reduced! Ready to 
drive away! Spotless inside and out Garage kept,               
6 cylinder convertible, 90035 miles, AC works. Mint 
condition, no scratches or dents. Tan leather interior, 
tan cloth top in perfect condition. Call 504-610-7607, 

I have a ‘97 Jaguar XK8 Convertible for sale. 
It runs but needs some work. If interested 
please TEXT me first 985-259-5419 or email 
Sheryl at seheavilin@yahoo.com. 

1950 MG YA with sunroof owned by long time club 
member Mike Lewis. The car won Best of Show at our 
2000 British Car Day and many other awards. Mike 
was the founder of the New Orleans based Original 
Mardi Gras T’s with John Pence. Mike and friends 
were able to keep the club growing for about 50 
years. He would like the Y to have a new owner who 
would keep it in good shape! Please call if you are       
interested.  985-276-4319. Asking $15,000. 

1979 MBG $5,000 needs a battery and new 
clutch. Serious inquiries only. I have two extra 
hoods that comes with the car. 120K miles.                                                                       
Contact Chris. Located in Metairie.  

https://www.facebook.com/share/1Aziqd8xKB/  
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https://www.bmcno.org/join-bmcno/ 

https://www.bmcno.org/home/by-laws/ 
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We welcome all new members Join our club using this form                   
or online at https://www.bmcno.org/join-bmcno. 

Membership—$30 per year due July 1st 


