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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE by Colin McCormick 

The Morris Gazette                                     
Official NewsleƩer of BriƟsh Motoring Club New Orleans                                             

June 10, 2025 

Keep Cool, Calm and Drive On, 
 
Colin McCormick 

       
          Last month over 70 members and guests enjoyed excellent crawfish and      
          sides, as well as a wide array of scrumptious desserts at our annual Crawfish 
Boil in beautiful Fontainebleau State Park. As we did last year, the perfectly spiced hot crawdads were 
purchased right out of the boiling pot from Northshore Seafood in Mandeville. It was great to visit with 
everyone there, and a splendid time was had by all. 
 
Father's Day weekend, this coming Saturday, we are invited to the vintage airplane collection of the Big 
Easy Wing of the Commemorative Air Force in their hanger at New Orleans Lakefront Airport. I enjoyed 
the visit last year, and may spring for a Stearman biplane tour over the city this year. Details are on    
pages 5 and 17 of this newsletter.  
 
We have set the date and location for our annual club birthday party. Longtime club members Alice and 
Mike Glore have invited us to their home in Destrehan for the party on Saturday, August 9th. Mike has 
recommended a local caterer the club will use. Details will be forthcoming. 
 
We’re planning to schedule more frequent tech sessions to be held at member’s garages in all three of 
our club’s regions, New Orleans, Northshore and Baton Rouge. BMCNO will provide funds for breakfast 
items and drinks. You’ll be getting email from your area coordinators with dates, times and locations. 
 
We always welcome ideas for club activities.  Please let your regional coordinator know about your    
ideas so they can be passed to our board and put on our schedule.   

Welcome to the June edition of the Morris Gazette. 
 
We are settling in for the summer, a typically slower time for activities what 
with members’ traveling plans and weather that is not quite as pleasant for 
motoring. I know my Alpine lets me know how it feels about motoring about 
in 90+ weather.  
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YOUR BMCNO 2024 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

2024 Area Coordinators                                                        
South Shore Coordinators:                                                               
 Allen Bradley  Allen.E.Bradley123@GMail.Com                 
 Roger Jeffrey   RJRogerJeff@GMail.Com                               
North Shore Coordinator:                                                                    
 Benny Stiegler  BStieglerJr@GMail.Com                                                                                                                             
Baton Rouge Coordinator:                                                              
 Rick Huber  MLandRick@GMail.com                          
Motorcycles Coordinator:                                                                                 
 Milton Franklin  Densalprop@Cox.net 

 

Members at Large:                                                                        
Allen Bradley  Allen.E.Bradley123@GMail.Com                  
Bobby Spann  BobbySpann@AOL.Com                                              
Dan McGovern    DPMcG@Bellsouth.Net                                          
David Jones         Jonesjd533@GMail.Com        
Lee Matthews           Psycres@AOL.com               
Preston Marx            PMarx@Tulane.edu              
Rick Huber           MLandRick@Gmail.com                             
Roger Jeffrey        RJRogerJeff@Gmail.Com                                           

Get in touch with your 
BMCNO board members 
anytime by phone call, 
text, email or in person.                     

Visit our website 

     Join our                                 
Facebook group 

The Morris Gazette                                     
Official NewsleƩer of BriƟsh Motoring Club New Orleans                                             

June 10, 2025 

 
President: Colin McCormick  ColinMcC65@GMail.Com 
Vice President: Greg Roussel  GregoryJr006@GMail.Com 
Secretary: Chad Wicker   CWicker@itcglobal.com  
Treasurer: Rachel Wicker   Mortuary175@gmail.com                    
Newsletter Editor: Benny Stiegler  BStieglerJr@GMail.Com                                                                                                                             

https://www.bmcno.org/ 

https://www.facebook.comgroups/155483109234541/ 
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Our weekly Cars and Coffee gatherings are very popular and give you a chance to get out in your car before    
the heat sets in. In addition to that and our monthly meetings we hope you can participate in these other events. 

 

Brits on the Bluff, Saturday, September 20th       
English Motoring Club of Mississippi’s 27th annual show in 
Natchez starting with a Friday driving adventure and a Friday 
night party. Then spend Saturday with your car club friends      
on the bluff overlooking the Mississippi River. See details and        
registration form on page 19, or contact John Turbeville (601) 
940–5288 or Gene Johnston (601) 941–4892.  

SABCC British Car Festival, Saturday, October 18th  
The 35th annual show in Fairhope, Alabama this year celebrates 
the Morgan Car Company. It’s another favorite weekend for our 
club, and another great British car show. Information and online 
registration open now at https://sabcc.org/british-car-festival.   
See their flyer on page 21. 

Big Easy Wing, Saturday, June 14th BMCNO is again 
invited to bring our British cars to New Orleans Lakefront Airport 
for the Commemorative Air Force’s “flight day” and a special Flag 
Day ceremony. Visitors can purchase rides on their 1943 Boeing 
Stearman biplane and see our cars in the hangar while there. 
Food and drink will be available for purchase. You can schedule 
a plane ride at https://bigeasywing.org/. The website says Low 
Stock, so you might want to book now. Plan to arrive at the     
airport by 9:30 a.m. A group of us will drive from Mandeville, 
leaving from Liz’s at 8:30. 

BMCNO Anniversary Party Saturday, August 9th    
Join your friends to celebrate our club’s 48th anniversary at     
Mike and Alice Gore’s unique and stylish home in Destrehan. 
Wow! 48 years! Just think, when our club began you could buy     
a new MG B or Triumph Spitfire! Details coming soon. 

Distinguished Gentleman’s Drive Sept. 28th                         
Join the worldwide fundraiser for men’s health and enjoy    
a dapper Sunday morning drive with a police motorcycle 
escort through historic New Orleans. Save the date.         
Details coming soon. 
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South Shore                                                                                                                                                                          
First and third Saturday of every month 8 a.m. Chateau Café, 139 Allen Toussaint Blvd, N.O.         
NorthShore                                                                                                                                                                        
Saturday at 8 a.m., Liz’s Where Y’at Diner 2500 Florida St, Mandeville                                            
Third Saturday at The Toasted Yolk, 206 Lake Drive, Covington                                                       
Baton Rouge                                                                                                                                                                             
Every Saturday at 7 a.m., The Warehouse Restaurant, 12328 S Choctaw Dr, Baton Rouge 

Baton Rouge                                                                                                                                             
2nd Tuesday of the month                                                                                           
Dinner at 6, Meeting starts at 7 p.m.                                                                       
Cafe American, 7521 Jefferson Hwy at Lobdell, BR        
Northshore                                                                                                                                                 
3rd Wednesday of the month                                                         
Dinner at 6, Meeting starts at 7 p.m.                                    
Coscino’s Italian Grill, 1809 N Causeway, Mandeville   
South Shore                                                                                                                                               
Last Tuesday of the month                                                                                 
Dinner at 6, Meeting starts at 7 p.m.                                                                                                                                  
Original Italian Pie, 5650 Jefferson Hwy, Harahan 

 

Carol Benson selling 
50/50 tickets at our 
Mandeville meeting 
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July 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

   June 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      
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Mandeville               
Meeting         

Baton Rouge 
Meeting         

N.O, NS & BR   
Cars & Coffee   

 N.O, NS & BR      
Cars & Coffee          

NS & BR          
Cars & Coffee    

NS & BR          
Cars & Coffee   

Harahan                
Meeting 

N.O., NS & BR   
Cars & Coffee    

NS & BR          
Cars & Coffee 
Big Easy Wing  

NS & BR          
Cars & Coffee   

Baton Rouge 
Meeting         

Mandeville               
Meeting         

N.O., NS & BR   
Cars & Coffee    

Covington          
Final Friday 

Covington          
Final Friday 

Harahan                
Meeting 

Club dues         
are due. 
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Baton Rouge Cars and Coffee May 10th 
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What a great morning...and NO rain!   
Well, it didn't start very good; I channeled  
Mark Huber and stubbed my little toe on an  
antique cabinet when I woke up! But just an   
hour later we had a huge crowd at the  
Warehouse with our own "Reserved" table!!!  
SIX little British cars in the lot and a vintage 4x4  
and a Mustang.   

Then four cars headed to Zachary for the  
Cars and Coffee and Flea Market:  Rick AH,  
Chris MGB, Milton and Annette TR-6 and the Roving Reporter MGB with a recycled door latch! Nice little crowd 
with some outstanding cars. Annette went to check out the farmers market, but she was too short to access the 
child proof gate on the (new) park fence and had to go around! Nice cruise home - again, NO rain.  Can't wait till 
Charlie has his AH on the road and the Spridget Group's Midget joins us.   —Roving Reporter 
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May 17th Cars and Coffee in Covington 
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Meanwhile, in Baton Rouge... May 17th 
What a surprise! Milton and Annette Franklin rolled up to the Warehouse Saturday morning in their 
"Spridget Group" restoration. And boy, did it look good in Primrose yellow! Milton donated the car and 
he and Charlie Brown, Rick Huber, Tom Halbert and Cathy Kelly restored it from the ground up over 
several years. After sorting some fuel issues, it seems to be running good now and soon the group 
members will be taking turns driving it to club events. 
 
We had a nice group at breakfast, and it was nice to see Mark was back on the clutch pedal. I brought 
my >50mm socket set, but it still wasn't big enough to undo Rick's axle nut!     --Roving Reporter 

We had a good crowd at Toasted Yolk, our change of pace place every 
third Saturday, and a nice collection of British motors in the parking lot. 
Some of the guys headed toward the backroads for a spirited drive. 
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BMCNO Annual Crawfish Boil  
The Morris Gazette     British Motoring Club New Orleans     June, 2025 

Sunday, May 18th 

It was a great gathering of British Motoring friends and family at our      
club's annual Crawfish Boil in Fontainebleau State Park. We had a        
beautiful day to get together, and we made 230 pounds of crawfish          
disappear, along with corn, sausage and a table filled with delicious       
desserts. Thanks to everyone for participating and making it a fun        
event! And special thanks to Lenny Dunn and Rick Taggart for the           
annual washing of the bowls. They had it done before we left!  
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 From our June 1991 Morris GazeƩe NewsleƩer  
 

 

 

   

MORE B M C N O  C r a w f i s h  B o i l  
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The club put us up in the Chateau on the Lake Resort, I heard it's the 
only 4-star resort in the area. Nice accommodations - indoor parking 
for when it rained, 10 story building, plenty of meeting rooms and    
banquet rooms. It looked like about 150 cars registered for the event, 
but I only counted about 100 at the show. Still, it was the biggest   
gathering of Healeys I have ever seen, and it was quite an impressive 
display. Peter won first place in our five car Mk III BJ8 Phase I (single 
light) models class. Like in our show, there were lots of classes, but 
even so, there were still 30 cars in the MK III BJ8 Phase II class, the 
most produced and still the most popular big Healey with roll up      
windows, a wooden dash and upgraded rear suspension.    

                                             
The wildest car was a widened, V8 Bugeye, and the Hard Luck Award went 
to a guy who broke a crankshaft in two at 70 m.p.h. With strategic Hagerty 
and AAA towing and great contacts on the Smokey to Ozark Mountain tour, 
he had it back on the road in four days and made it to Conclave on time.  
 
There were plenty of events, with a time/distance/find-the-signs rally the 
first day, the show the second day, a day to yourself on Wednesday, and a 
Gymkhana/Funkhana on Thursday. Evenings were a Bar-B-Que banquet, a 
horse show/dinner at Dolly Parton's Stampede, and an awards banquet the 
last night. There were tech sessions, silent auctions, live auctions, and then 
for free time there were planned tours/drives to take on your own and all 
the sights and attractions in Branson.  
 

          The three of us BMCNO members set out for one of the tours/
drives together to one of the recommended lunch spots, so we all 
got to enjoy the thrill of the little twisty roads going to and return-
ing from lunch one day. Brad and Lonnie headed back on 
Wednesday before we could get a picture of all six of us with our 
cars, so the picture of just the cars will have to do. Also, check out 
this YouTube video Melissa put together from the week with some 
video of the winding roads. 

 

by Rick Huber 

The Austin-Healey Club of America held Conclave 2025 in 
Branson, Missouri May 18th through the 25th. It's the closest 
location for the annual event in the 15 years we've been    
driving our Healey, so my brother Mark and I made the 515 
mile drive up there on May 18th. Club members Peter and 
Melissa Brauen and Brad and Lonnie Mayo trailered their 
Healeys up there for the event. Branson is a fun place to go, 
both for all the hilly, winding, two-lane roads in the area and 
for all the sights, attractions, shows and fishing. The weather 
was fabulous - lows in the 50s, highs in the low 80s, a little 
rain, but mostly on the way there, then at night. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ACCotDml_5g 
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Meanwhile in Baton Rouge...Fashions change, governments change and the weather changes.            
But it's nice to know every Saturday morning a group of us in Little British Cars meet at the                
Warehouse Restaurant on South Choctaw! Our designated waitress, Erin, knows us by name and                                
what we usually eat. When we arrive, hot coffee is waiting - as is our reserved table!  Everyone is                      
invited to come join us sometime! 
 
This weekend there were several tense moments, the first when Danny Bergeron found an MGB wire 
wheel spoke and nipple next to my car! OMG, I was counting spokes - wondering how one could have 
come lose... Then I noticed the spoke in his hand was rusty. That darned Danny Varnado!!! 
 
Then the Guru had a "show and tell" = 2 Mini Cooper steering shafts. One had stripped splines, and the 
new one didn't have a machined end. Of course, some of us (me) jumped in with advice even though I 
didn't realize this was the SECOND shaft that had failed! Rob has since done some research and I know 
between he and Danny, they can sort it out. The "John Twists" of the South!             
                                                    --Roving Reporter 

May 31st Cars and Coffee 

Vicari Auction in Biloxi                      
May 30th and 31st 

A group of BMCNO members used their excellent driving skills    
to work at the Vicari Auction this weekend, moving cars from 
many decades around and driving them across the auction    
block. It’s a fun experience, trying to   figure out how to start      
the cars, or learning that it doesn’t start, and dealing with things 
such as transmissions and brakes that didn’t quite work as the 
factory intended. Seeing and driving some cars was a pleasure! 
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 June 7th Southshore C&C 
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Great weather today and a great turnout at the Cars and Coffee 
at Porsche of New Orleans today! Had to be a couple hundred 
cars and our club had a good showing too! –Bob Gordon 

While nearly everyone else was      
at some gathering with a bunch      
of overpowered German cars,       
Andrew and I represented BMCNO 
at our regular breakfast at the    
Chateau Café, then took a scenic 
drive afterwards.   —Dan Alleger 
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Northshore Cars and Coffee and  
Terra Bella Classics on the Avenue 

BMCNO members showed up early June 7th and beat the heat at our Cars and Coffee in Mandeville. 
Later, a bunch of us represented British Motoring at the Classics on the Boulevard car show at Terrabella 
Village in Covington and other club members came to visit. The day warmed up quite a bit by the end of 
the show and everyone headed for the air conditioning. The weatherman said it was the hottest day of 
the year so far. It sure felt like it!  --Meandering Muckraker 
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British Motoring Club New Orleans offers a heartfelt thank you to these businesses, club members               
and friends for sponsoring this year’s car show. Their generous support makes it possible to host this 
incredible event. 

Benefactors 

Broadmoor Design Group, Mandeville    Prestridge Cars Inc, 13555 Tiger Bend, Baton Rouge 

Major Sponsors 

Anonymous     Central Electronics LLC, 75757 Hwy 1082, Covington     

Chad & Rachel Wicker, Metairie   Hughes & Co, Mandeville   In Memory of Celia McCormick 

In Memory of Dana McCormick   Serenity Funeral Home, 20419 Hwy 36, Covington 

Supreme Auto Group, 1415 S Morrison, Hammond     The Toasted Yolk Covington 

Sponsors 

Charlie & Jean Kay Brown, Baton Rouge    Chris Landry, Kenner    

Dan & Mary Melesurgo, New Orleans     Dan, Slidell      Hamarick Classics LLC, Baton Rouge 

John & Sally Brink, Mandeville     Les Landon, Baton Rouge     Lilly and Benny Stiegler, Covington 

LuLu's Garage, 753 Brewster, Madisonville     Mark Foster, Mandeville     Mark Spies Sr, LaPlace 

Milton Franklin, Greenwell Spring     Roger & Claudia Jeffrey, Kenner     Shannon Allison, Covington 

Steve & Pam Lane, Covington     Taber's ToyBox, Crestview FL     Tom & Judith Bonner, New Orleans 

The Morris Gazette    British Motoring Club New Orleans    June, 2025 

2025 British Motoring Festival Sponsors 

2025 British Motoring Festival Donors 

Abita Brewing Company, Highway 36, Covington     Harbor Freight, W Thomas Street, Hammond 

O'Reilly Auto Parts, Jefferson Hwy, River Ridge     Pelican Pointe Carwash, Hwy 21, Covington 

Tommy's Express Car Wash, N U.S. 190, Covington     John and Sally Brink, Mandeville 

Bill Nix, New Orleans      Hughes & Co, Mandeville      A Friend of BMCNO      

Abita Roasting Company, Water St., Madisonville     Advance Auto, 950 East Boston Covington  

Aquistapace's Supermarket, E 21st, Covington      Café Lynn, Florida St., Mandeville       

Cilantro's Mexican Cuisine, N Columbia St., Covington     John and Ginny Pearson, Baton Rouge 

DiMartino's Famous Muffalettas, Carol Sue Ave., Terrytown     Griot's Garage, Tacoma, Washington 

Highway 21 Firestone, Highway 21, Covington      Lilly and Benny Stiegler, Covington  

Liz's Where Y'at Diner, Florida St., Mandeville     Mandina's Restaurant, Hwy 22 Mandeville 

Mark & Cathy Greensfelder, New Orleans      Mattina Bella Restaurant, E Gibson St., Covington 

MIMOSA Handcrafted, S. Eugene, Baton Rouge     O’Reilly Auto Parts, Florida St., Mandeville 

Paul and Kim Jaquillard, Madisonville     Pat's Seafood Collins Blvd., Covington                                             

Reenie & Miggin's, Lee Lane, Covington      Serinity Funeral Home, Hwy 36, Covington 

The Greyhound Restaurant, E Boston, Covington     Tom and Pat Nielsen, Covington  

Theo's Neighborhood Pizza, Hwy 21, Covington     Visit the North Shore, Hwy 59, Covington 

British Motoring Club New Orleans greatly appreciates these businesses, friends and club members 
who donated prizes. Their generosity makes the show much more enjoyable for our participants.. 
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We’re geƫng more people in the club lately with motorcycles and other bikes, and that’s exciƟng.               
If you come across someone who owns a BriƟsh motorcycle, invite them to parƟcipate in our club.    
Milton Franklin, Baton Rouge, would like to organize motorcycle events for owners of BriƟsh Motorcy-
cles. Harley groups are always cruising the roads so we would like to start BriƟsh motorcycle cruises. 
We would also like to increase the number of motorcycles at our Annual Car Show. So…ConƟnue to 
look for BriƟsh motorcycles to tell them about our club, and give out our business cards or direct them 
to our website. If you need more please contact Milton Franklin at densalprop@cox.net.  

The Morris Gazette    British Motoring Club New Orleans    June, 2025 
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Brand New Amco Style Center Console Armrest for 1969-1976 TR6 
$250.00    NEW SLR700S - LUCAS SPOT LAMPS CHROME for ASTON 
BRISTOL FORD JAGUAR JENSEN LOTUS MG $499.00                                  
Vintage TR6 Roll Bar, great shape $400.00. Will take best offers.                           
Contact Greg Lalonde glalon@aol.com 

CLASSIFIED ADS                                                      
AND SPARES FOR SALE 



 25 

 

Have spares to spare? Or bits to share? Or a car for 
sale? Put it in next month’s newsletter. Send it to 
BMCNO Newsletter, bstieglerjr@gmail.com. 
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More Classified Ads and Spares For Sale 

1971 MG Midget, highly modified, digital 
gauges, new tires and brakes. Runs 
great, over 15k Invested. $6K or make of-
fer Call Rex 504-220-6988.  

1964 CHEVROLET CORVAIR MONZA           
SPYDER CONVERTIBLE FOR SALE $16k 

164 CI Turbocharged Air-Cooled 4-CylinderEngine 
150HP, 4-Speed Manual Transmission, Black 
Manual Convertible Top, Black Interior with 

Bucket Seats, 4-   Speed 
Floor Shifter,  AM/FM/
cassette. Contact David 
Jones 504–250-9332 to   
arrange a test drive.  

1960 Morgan Drophead Coupe 
Rebuilt engine great paint. Overdrive transmission. 

$23k. Call Shannon (985) 264-2967 
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We welcome all new members Join our club using this form                   
or online at https://www.bmcno.org/join-bmcno. 

Membership—$30 per year due July 1st 

https://www.bmcno.org/join-bmcno/ 

https://www.bmcno.org/home/by-laws/ 


