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President's Message

Things are slowing down a bit for the hot summeather,
but we still have events on tap. Our cruise toi€at€Charlies
was well attended in spite of the threatening weratA good
turnout of both people and British cars causedsta#f at the
restaurant to set up more tables to handle theccrow

In July our club will be represented by at least tars at the
NAMGBR national convention in Texas, and at least t
cars at the NAMGAR national meet in Virginia. ltsagl our
club is making a showing at these national evemtisvee
wish our members the best of luck in bringing h@ome
trophies.

Our club's July event is on the 14th and will Bidgstery
Cruise" planned by Roger Gibson. He promises rmtdog
a drive, finishing at a place to eat. Roger dogeal job on
our annual poker run and scavenger hunt so | hetlethis
event should be just as exciting.

Upcoming events include the popular "UN-CAR SHOW" i
August, FUNKANA in September, and E. E. REYNOLDS
RALLEY in November. October is full of various cstnows:
Mobile, AL and Natchez, MS, just to name two. Weyrba
able to squeeze in a couple of more surprises.

Keep those British cars running and bring themtouihe
club events and meetings.

Harold O'Reilly

Mational MGE Eegistry

VibvIAGE T I AB REGETER
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LUBRIPORT LABORATORIES, INC.
PROUDLY SERVICING THE PETROLEUM & MARINE INDUSTRIES

PETROLEUM LABORATORY SERVICE = LUUSED LUBE QIL ANALYSIS
FREVEMTIVE MAINTEMAMCE AMALYSIS — DIESEL & RESIDUAL FUELS TESTIMNG
MEW LUBRICANT QUALTY ASSURAMCE —EMISSION SPECTROMETER AMALYSIS
(504) 464-1 734 — 1650 ARuUrE DRIVE — KEMMNER, LA 700682
ArrE & FLOYD FRILOWX, OWMERS

May 28 Minutes

Members and guests all introduced themselves. &liag with wearing nametags, helps the
new members learn everyone else names. And hapsldi’ members remember each
other’s names! (Old in the sense of “long time™t faged”, although “aged” applies as wel
for some of us!)

The group discussed the Crawfish boil, and Rogbs@i reported on the English Motoring
Club of MS’s “Haunted Drive Through History”. This always an excellent driving event.

Plans for the Mystery Cruise on July 14 were diseds The cruise will, of course, finish at
area restaurant for dinner.

Dan Melegurgo has TR6 dash parts to give away.

Cortland Musgrave Jr. talked about an additive sieaims to take slack out of worn
transmissions.

A new (returning) member won the 50/50. (Sorry,missed the name.)

Dave Dupre donated 2 books on Triumphs to be gavesny on with the 50/50. He then
promptly won one & traded it for a shirt. New memBeacey Spies won one and traded it|for
a shirt, since she owns an MGB. Floyd Friloux woa $pitfire book, which Harold O’Reilly
promptly borrowed.

Roy Richardson and Jimmy Bruno each won one oStgral Flasher switch units donated
by Cortland Musgrave Jr. They are old stock buy terk! Roy didn’t need one and gave
to Bill Breithoff when Bill asked if he could buy. i

S

Jimmy Bruno also won a flasher and 2 shirts. 8§

(Club secretary Cathy Greensfelder was unablet¢ém@t Minutes by Bill Breithoff.)

June 30 Meeting Announcement!
There will be two special events at the upcomingting on June 30.

Representatives from the New Orleans Race Drivesp@iation, Monte Shalett & Winston
Landymore, will be taking to us about the new "Noliem" Raceway in Donaldsonville.

The New Orleans Race Driver Assoc. participateabénGrand Bayou Race Series which wjill
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be running at there.

Also at the June meeting you will be able to ottiese fine
new club golf shirts. Bill & Sally Breithoff, Roy &eannine
Richarson, & Harold O'Reilly wore them to the VTR
Regional and got lots of compliments on how shhep t
shirts looked.

The shirt is a good quality, Jersey’s brand shiitias red
cuffs and collar with black and white checkerboim,
single button placket front and club logo embroédeon
the left chest in red, white and blue.

Price during the group order will be $25 ($27 farand
3X sizes).

Bill's shirt in the picture is black. He said heshaashed it
several times and it hasn’t shrunk or faded, arsddatually
improved with washing.

Summer attendance at meetings tends to be diliftie but don’t miss this one! §

Catfish Charlie's

Thirty-four people and 12 British cars took thevdrto Hammond and Catfish Charlie’s. The
weather was not perfect: it rained on and off awlay there. The Frioux’s out-ran the
raindrops in their TR6 for a little while, (if yago fast enough, the rain blows over the opgn
cockpit!) but they finally stopped after the Borfbarre spillway bridge and put the top up.

The fish was excellent, as usual, and several mesmbeed about the baked sweet potatogs.
Butch Furtos said the best ones are the reall\kldaes—they have so much sugar in them
that they have caramelized and gotten crispy omthside while baking. Bonnie Marpe wdn
the “drive your British car” drawing and receivetiOitowards the cost of dinner.

A=

After dinner, the Breithoffs, Bradleys and Hughesva on around the lake to Mandeville t
the Tammany Trace Trailhead for an open air contéry listened to the Bucktown Allstalis
perform while Cliff Hughes’ grandson played in floeintain. 8
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Kneeling: Allen Bradley, Mike Anderson, Bill HarriStanding: Wayne Aucoin, Sally Breithoff, Joyddario
Messina, Cort Musgrave Jr, Wally Messina, Bill Bneff, Susan Bradley, Carol Gibson, Cindy & Burtetutos,
Opie Lee Anderson, Cort Musgrave Sr., Bonnie & DMarpe , Fran & Rodger Talley, Harold O’Reilly, Susa
& Richard Denneau.

Dorset Madness #3: A British Street Rod by Jim Jones

An attempt to operate the gearshift lever fromtdpecover of my 1949 Austin Dorset’s
Marina transmission has consumed all my thoughtthiolast few weeks. The Marine
transmission was chosen because it had good ges far the MGB engine, fits the size
requirements for the Dorset’s “X” frame, and itdl beusing fits up to the MGB engine blogk
with the use of a Marina engine backing plateallydike the Dorset’s original long gearshijft
lever and | have been willing to go through a Iotrouble in order to accomplish the task.

Three used transmissions were involved: an Austmnihd, a standard Triumph Spitfire, angd a
“3-rail” Triumph Spitfire transmission in all.

The standard Spitfire transmission (A freebie vaitbusted tail shaft housing donated by a
club member. Thank you, Phillip) was used to ssehow similar it and the Marina

transmission were in fact. | determined that treesahad the same interior dimensions. Thjs
would allow the installation of the Marina gear seb a Spitfire case. Why would | want tg
do this?

This is where the Spitfire 3-rail transmission cenreto play (This unit | purchased on an
Bay auction). The unit’s control tower is removaaitel its front end is positioned directly
over the transmission’s top case opening. Betwleerantrol tower and the case is the 3-ril
housing. It moves the selectors via three railds, one for 1st & 2nd, one for 3rd & 4th,
and one for reverse, not just the one rail like ynather British designs. Shifting could be
accomplished from directly over top front of thartsmission case. This would place the
gearshift lever’s base as far forward as possibleill probably be within 2 1/2 inches
rearward of its original position.

The 3-rail housing could be mounted to the Marmagmission case, but the Marina case
too tall and the selectors could not reach the getr

S

| completely disassembled both the 3-rail box wiglshort height case and the Marina box|. |
proved to myself that the Marina bell and tail stnafusings would fit up to the shorter
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Spitfire box. Next, | checked that the Marina geeirand bearings would fit the 3-rail Spitf”e
box.

One more thing was left to do. | set the 3-rail$ing in place on top of the transmission cgse
and all the selectors matted up properly with treilh gear set!

Four studs at the top of the 3-rail housing'’s top
opening will allow the mounting of a fabricated
unit to hold the gear shift lever housing cut from
the old control unit and its associated parts. fide
longer needed top front portion of the Marine tail
shaft housing has been removed.

A small amount of modification to the Dorset’s

original long gear shift lever’s bottom end or the
welding of a Spitfire gearshift lever bottom endhe Dorset’s lever and the job will be done!
A bonus is that | will gain a reverse light switch.

A method of making a reverse lock out device (Iswaginally located in the not used 3-rg
and Marina control unit shift lever holders) hasmeéeetermined. The reverse selector geal
shift slot will be built up such that the gear skefver will have to be lifted up in order for the
bottom end of the gear shift lever to enter thé Jibe shift pattern will be like a MGB except
that reverse will be: lift up, push far left, aradtward. | can get accustom to that.

The idea of using a TR6 or Spitfire after markahmission cover has been canned. They are
both too large and would require too much modifaatA metal or fiberglass cover will be
fabricated.

Many thanks to Peter Brauen for coming up withabecept. The new combination
transmission has been rebuilt. Soon a gearshiftenatill be fabricated for installation of th
long gear shift lever. §

174

bmcno@i55.com

The Unique Manifold by Jim Jones

This photograph shows a MGB intake/exhaust
manifold that | have never seen before. The
early MGBs utilized an aluminum dual S.U.
carburetor intake manifold and a separate cast
iron exhaust manifold with two outlets.

The late model MGBs used a single
Zenith/Stromberg carburetor mounted on a
one-piece cast iron intake/exhaust manifold
with a single exhaust outlet.

The manifold shown above is similar to the
later model version, but has two exhaust
outlets. It must be an interim design used only
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on a small number of MGB engines. | have no othfarmation on this manifold.

The real life story: While | was attending the show, Peter Brauen brought to my attenti
unigue MGB exhaust/intake manifold offered for dayeKevin Gambino. Mike had lost his
business lease and was in the process of moviag&w location. He was trying to disposs
his old stock of British car parts.

It was at this point that | remembered that Chatles's rubber bumper MGB engine needgd
a manifold. It seems that they all crack at theesatace sooner or later.

| located Charles and suggested to him that hedd&ek at the item. He purchased it and E
NOS dual outlet down pipe as well. Charles hasrediéhe necessary associated parts angl we
will install the “unique” manifold at my Covingtogarage sometime after the parts arrive.
Many of the non-functioning stock emission compdaenill be removed from the engine
bay. 8§

The Engine That Wouldn’t Quit! by Mr. Goodspanner

Club member Charles Ake’s rubber bumper MGB wouwtiquit running. Turn the ignition
key to the off position, remove it, and the engiwauild continue to run.

Now this was not chug, chug, chug, like when rurmeoours. The engine ran as normal. Yqu
could even take the car for a ride and the engingust fine. The only way to stop the eng|pe
from running while sitting in the driver’'s seat wiasengage a gear and raise the clutch pgdal
with your foot on the brake. Crude, but effective.

At my garage, we checked all kinds of possiblengrharness problems to no avail. The
voltage that was keeping the ignition coil alivellta be coming from somewhere. To
complicate matters, the coil voltage disappeartat #fie engine was killed manually.

The problem was not with the ignition key switch,vée could unplug the switch and the
engine would still continue to run. We did discotleat, if we removed the light bulb from t
ignition warning light socket, the engine could ky turning off the ignition switch. But, thi
would leave us with no warning light if the chargjicircuit were failing.

=

e

7

The voltage had to be coming from either the batberthe alternator. We knew that the
battery was not at fault. Later on, Charles replabe alternator with a spare that he had gn
hand at his apartment.

Back at my garage, we reinserted the ignition lnid its socket and everything worked ag
expected. The red ignition light came on when e \kas turned to the “on” position, the
engine started when the key was turned to thet'staition”, the red light went out, and th
engine stopped running when the key was turneldeddff’ position.

| have never seen an alternator supply voltagkdagnition coil through the indicator light
circuit after the ignition key was turned off. | ynaever run across this problem again. Go
figure! 8

The Truth About Tools
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All the pros out there know these things. To a#l #mateurs amongst us, read and learn!

HAMMER: Originally employed as a weapon of war, ttemmer nowadays is used as a kjnd
of divining rod to locate & mash expensive partsfaofrom the object we are trying to hit.

MECHANIC'S KNIFE: Used to open and slice through ttontents of cardboard cartons
delivered to your front door; works particularly lven boxes containing seat covers and
motorcycle jackets.

ELECTRIC HAND DRILL: Normally used for spinning ®kEPop rivets in their holes until
you die of old age, but it also works great fotlioshgg mounting holes in fenders just above fhe
brake line that goes to the rear wheels.

PLIERS: Used to round off bolt heads.

(Many more to come. Found on the Bugeye Yahoo MgsBaard)

Driving British by Dave Hayden

| sold my 94 Miata to my daughter Rachel last Jufigured |
would try using my British Cars as daily driversitithe TR3 and
TR6 for dry days, and the TR8 coupe and Mini fanyadays what
could go wrong?

The Mini was chosen as the daily driver due talfigity to hold

more than two people; after all with Menda andhare 2 seats

just aren’t enough sometimes. Having logged alrG@0 miles on the Mini since July it h
proven it's dependability. In the past 10 monthsais been down only twice, once for a
sticking carburetor needle valve, and last weeknithe clutch return spring broke.

s

S

The TR3 has seen about 500 miles in that same h#hsidNo down time for it until last
Tuesday, the fuel pump diaphragm gave up the gkrasl.dripping out of the pump weep
hole is a good reason to stop driving. No probledoan, 2 to go.

The TR6 has accumulated nearly 1,000 miles sinige dad until last Wednesday only one
small problem. A couple of months ago the oil puesiose ruptured at the connection to [the
block. It doesn’t take long for 2 quarts of oilgpray out at 60 MPH. | replaced the hose o
the side of the road, topped up the oil, and wanhg merry way. That next weekend | spgnt
a couple of hours cleaning oil out of every nooll aranny from the engine compartment {p
the rear bumper.

=

Last Wednesday on the way home from work, Mr. Lueased his ugly head. With no
warning, the TR6’s amp gage pegged to the discradgefor maybe 2 seconds then returned
to the full charge side for maybe 2 seconds. linaed toward home wondering what migh
cause this. My answer came about 1 minute latenwine amp gage again pegged to
discharge where it stayed. Before | could pulltb& road and shut off the engine the fuel
gage and temp gage went to 0 accompanied withntled ef wires burning. Then the amp
gage went back to charge. At this point | figureapping might not be the best move, so |
continued toward home. After pulling into the garamd opening the hood | found the wir
bundle going aft from the fuse block thru the firall had several burnt wires. The TR6’s

T
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wiring was in poor shape when | bought it and | heyghired as required rather than replage
the entire harness. | now have a new harness @n fsain Roadster Factory, but that is
another car down.

-

| have driven about 800 trouble free miles (knonkamod) in the TR8 since July. | replace
the TR3 fuel pump diaphragm this morning and shoedeive the clutch return spring for the
Mini this coming week. | guess if you have enougjtié British Cars, and a little luck, you
don't need a Miata! §

For Sale

75 Jaguar XJ6C- Rare 2 door hardtop coupe. Excellent conditised
regularly. Rust free California car. British Raci@geen w/ biscuit interior,
refinished dash, new headliner. Class winner at BI@&Ghow & Jaguar
Concours winner. $10,500 or reasonable offer. DateMurgo (504) 391-
3227 evening, (504) 728-4812 dayiKMMelesu@aol.con(6/02)

73 MG Midget, Burgundy. Body & top in good condition. Interifair condition. $1500
Located Clinton, MO. (outside Warrensburg, MO) Q@ndSouthers (660) 885-4598 Home
(816) 544-2434 Cell (6/02)

T

73 Triumph TR6, fully restored, gun-metal gray, electric overdtivuns like a champ. Mus
see to believe. Butch Frutos 504-885-4285

74 1/2 MGB-GT (rubber bumper) runs good. $4,500 George Bartda)(869-7221 (5/02)

76 Midget 61,000 miles, new top, tire, clutch, runs greatgi@al paint & body. Andy
Cicero, Perdido Key (Pensacola) (850)455-5206r0111964@aol.coif%/02)

77 MGB rolling chassis good floors and rockers, with title, $100 Johrp&o 985 893 2413
vscjohn@huntnet.n€b/02)

92 Jaguar XJS V1231,000 miles. Winner of "BEST IN SHOW" 2002 Concod'Elegance
$15,000 (504) 400-7760 (4/02)

PARTS:
72 Convertible Frame. Needs some screws. Completsakle $25.00 Mitch (504) 261-52717
(6/02)

MGB front fenders, rust free, LH $65, RH $85; RHd&50; MGB lamb’s wool seat cover
$25. TR7/8 seat covers, heavy cord material, $2tn Roper, (985) 893 2413,
vscjohn@huntnet.n€b/02)

Newsletter Submissions

Electronic submissions are greatly preferred. EtodilorrisGazette@cox.nar bring a
diskette to the meeting. (MS Word or plain textfereed.) Bring written articles to the
meetings, or mail to P.O. Box 73213 Metairie LA 380
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